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SUBJECT: MODERATE OPPOSITION CONSIDERS NEXT MOVE 

REF MANAGUA 01 19 

1. CONSERVATIVE LEADER PERNANDO AGUERO TOLD POLOPPS JANUARY 9 
THAT HE WAS UNDECIDED ABOUT HOW BEST TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE 
PSYCHOLOGICAL CLIMATE CREATED BY THE PSLN TERRORIST ATTACK. 
AGUERO, WHO CLAIMS THAT HIS ORGANIZATION IS THE LEGITIMATE AND 
LARGEST CONSERVATIVE GROUP, HAD PLANNED TO HOLD A RALLY IN 
MASAYA, 20 MILES PROM MANAGUA, AT THE END OP THE MONTH BUT 
WAS RELUCTANT TO DO SO IP THE STATE OP SIEGE WAS NOT RAISED BY THAT 
TIME. HE ACCEPTED THE PROPOSITION THAT BY STANDING UP TO THE 
GUARDIA AND ATTEMPTING TO HOLD A RALLY EVEN IF IT WAS PREVIOUSLY 
PROHIBITED HE WOULD OFPSET SOME OP THE RESPECT WON BY THE 
SANDINISTAS POR THEIR VALOR. HOWEVER, AGUERO SAID HE HAS BEEN 
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FOLLOWERS, FEARING A REPETITION, MIGHT BE RELUCTANT TO SHOW UP 
UNDER THESE CONDITIONS. HE ALSO POINTED OUT THAT UNDER THE STATE 
OE SIEGE THE GUARDIA COULD MORE EASILY HARASS PEOPLE TRAVELING 
TO THE RALLY AND DISCOURAGE ATTENDANCE. AGUERO SAID HIS PRINCIPAL 
CONSIDERATION WAS TO PREVENT ANY MORE OF HIS PEOPLE EROM GETTING 
KILLED WHICH HE FEARED MIGHT DAMAGE HIS ORGANIZATION IRREPARABLY. 
(HE WAS APPARENTLY REEERRING TO THE JANUARY 22, 1967 INCIDENT). 

2. AGUERO WAS OPTIMISTIC THAT THE FSLN INCIDENT HAD SET IN 

MOTION FORCES WHICH WILL ULTIMATELY BRING ABOUT SOMOZA'S DOWNEALL. 
HE BELIEVED THAT THE INCIDENT HAD AN INCALCULABLE IMPACT ON THE 
GUARDIA BY ILLUMINATING THE TREMENDOUS DISTASTE WHICH THEY ARE 
VIEWED BY THEIR EELLOW CITIZENS. HE CLAIMED THAT THERE ARE 
"NOBLE" ELEMENTS WITHIN THE GUARDIA WHO WILL WANT TO CORRECT 
THAT IMAGE. AGUERO WAS ERANK IN HOPING EOR A COUP D'ETAT 
EOLLOWED BY A TRANSITIONAL CIVIL-MILITARY JUNTA ON WHICH HE WOULD 
SERVE. 

3. IGNACIO ZELAYA, EORMER PRESIDENT OE THE SOCIAL CHRISTIAN 
PARTY (PSC) AND CURRENTLY A MEMBER OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OE 
THE UNION OE DEMOCRATIC LIBERATION (UDEL), TOLD POLOFES THE SAME 
DAY THAT UDEL HAD TO MAKE A MOVE QUICKLY BOTH TO EXPLOIT THE 
CLIMATE OF EXPECTATION PRODUCED BY THE ESLN INCIDENT AND SO AS NOT 
TO APPEAR INTIMIDATED BY SOMOZA. UDEL HAD PLANNED SEVERAL 
RALLIES DURING THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, INCLUDING ONE IN MATAGALPA-THE 
HEART OF THE SANDINISTA RURAL CAMPAIGN. SO PAR, ZELAYA SAID HE 
HAD NOT NOTICED UDEL LEADERS WAVERING IN THEIR DETERMINATION TO 
GO AHEAD WITH THE RALLIES AS PLANNED DESPITE THE STATE OP SIEGE. 

WHEN ASKED ABOUT HOW PAR UDEL WAS WILLING TO GO IN DEFYING THE 
GOVERNMENT, ZELAYA ANSWERED THAT ITS LEADERS SEEMED DISPOSED 

TO SUPPER INJURY, IMPRISONMENT, AND EVEN DEATH. 

4. COMMENT: THESE INTERVIEWS POINT UP THE DILEMMA PACED BY THE 
MODERATE OPPOSITION POLLOWING THE ESLN INCIDENT: THEY PEEL THAT 
THEY HAVE TO DO SOMETHING QUICKLY BEPORE THEY LOSE THE MOMENT, 

BUT THEY ALSO FEEL THAT THEY MAY NOT BE ABLE TO DO SO WITHOUT 
RISKING PHYSICAL HARM. AT THIS STAGE, UDEL SEEMS MOST LIKELY TO 
RISK A CONPRONTATION. 
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